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REVELATION 


O sinner that I was without defense | 
Until, Lord Jesus, Thou did hear my pray’r 
To cleanse me from all of this world’s pretense. 
And keep my heart from things that would(ensnare. 
Thou, Christ, Who stills the tumult of the wind, 
And calms the towering menace of the wave, 
Look Thou upon me, long undisciplined, 
For now I know that Thou, alone, can save. 
What lucid meaning of Thy blood once shed, 
Upon the Cross at Calvary, for me! 
What revelation for a soul once dead 
To all the hallowed majesty of Thee! 
Count I as naught the mortal death, the price 
But gain to be with Thee in Poradiee: 
—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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Not If But When? 


Through the confusing talk which has come from 
responsible quarters in Washington—later clarified 
by President Eisenhower—the American people 
have been forced to face the fact that within at 
least three years Russia will be capable of deliver- 
ing the so-called hydrogen bomb over American 
cities. An even more easily carried out plan could 
be the delivery of such a bomb to American ports in 
small boats flying neutral flags. 


While facing the possibility of such devastating 
attacks the best defense, humanly speaking, is de- 
veloping the ability and the will to strike counter 
blows so devastating that Russia will refrain from 
sheer fear of the consequences. 


But, in all of this uncertainty as to the future the 
Christian has a basis of confidence and peace which 
should make itself obvious for all to see. “The Lord 
shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from 
being taken.” It is not that God has necessarily 
promised us deliverance from human foes and dis- 
aster, He has promised us something infinitely 
better and it is in the assurance of an eternity with 
Him that we can say: “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” 


One of the glorious results of the Christian faith 
is a serenity of outlook because we know where we 
are going and with Whom we will be. 


Judgment on an unbelieving and unrepentant 
world will certainly fall some day. The same is true 
for the individual sinner. It is not a case of “‘if’’ but 
simply “when?” It is our duty as Christians and it 
is the supreme task of the Church to bring men to 
the one solution—faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


—L.N.B. 
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Who Shall Govern 
The Church? 


A Majority Or The 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


The most glorious thing in the Book of Church 
Order of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. is the 
statement that it belongs to the Majesty of our 
Lord Jesus Christ from* His throne of glory ‘ 
rule and teach the Church through His Word and 
Spirit, by the ministry of men, thus mediately exer- 
cising His own authority and enforcing His own 
laws, unto the edification and establishment of His 
kingdom.”’ par. 9. On the other hand, one of the 
most objectionable things in the Plan of Union is 
its statement of “the radical principles of Presby- 
terian church government and discipline” . .. “that 
a larger part of the church, or a representative of it 
shall govern a smaller, or determine matters of con- 
troversy which arise therein: that, in like manner, a 
representation of the whole should govern and de- 
termine in regard to every part, and all of the parts 
united ; that is, that 2 majority shall govern.” 


It is stunningly significant that Stated Clerk 
Blake should close his article in THE CASE FOR 
UNION with these same ominous words. Here is 
unmistakably the hand of power, and that power 
is the authority of the majority. One is reminded 
of Teddy Roosevelt’s “speak softly but carry a big 
stick.” The thing with which the Stated Clerk closes 
his invitation to us to enter his church stands as a 
solemn warning: “that is, that a majority shall 
govern.” 


Now, of course, we have votes and count the 
votes in our Church and no doubt some of our peo- 
ple think of the majority as governing; but the 
whole temper of our Book of Church Order, and 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith, is that 
majorities are only useful as discovering the will 
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«f our Lord Jesus Christ Who governs by His 
Word and Spirit. 

In 1934, the majority of the USA Assembly de- 
cided that giving to promote the officially author- 
‘zed missionary program of the Presbyterian Church 
USA) is in exactly the same position with refer- 
ence to the Constitution of the Church as participa- 
tion in the Lord’s Supper. Under this majority 
action of the USA Church, the word of the Church 
was lifted to the same level of authority as the 
Word of the Lord Jesus establishing His Holy 
Supper. For not obeying this word of the Church, 
men were suspended from the Lord’s Supper, de- 
posed from the ministry, and thereafter excommuni- 
cated. Yet the truly Protestant position is that the 
word of the Church is subordinate to the Word 
of God. And the position professed by the USA 
Church in its Preliminary Principles is “that no 
church judicatory ought to pretend to make laws 
to bind the conscience in virtue of its own author- 
ity.” 

On a majority vote in a Cumberland presbytery, 
the USA Church took over local churches in Scott 
County, Mississippi, in which the USA denomina- 
tion had not a single member. It locked up these 
churches against the people who built them and who 
alone would worship in them and let the buildings 
which had been dedicated to God rot in disuse. Yes, 
the majority governed, but what was the will of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 

In 1866, the majority of the Old School Assem- 
bly excinded the Kentucky and Missouri Presby- 
terians under the Gurley ipso facto resolutions. Yet, 
it may be doubted whether many of the fine people 
in the USA Church today approve of all that was 
done in that flaming 1866 Assembly, particularly 
if they read the account thereof under the dry light 
of genuine objectivity as given in the Harvard His- 
torical Series, Vander Velte, THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCHES AND THE FEDERAL 
UNION, 1861-1869. This majority action of 1866, 
however, constitutes a judicial precedent which was 


used by the USA Church in 1934 and can be used 


by them again in their own or in a united Church. 


The majority in the 1861 Assembly passed the 
Spring Resolutions, but many of the excellent USA 
people today think that Charles Hodge and the 
minority who protested with him were nearer right 
than were the Spring-Anderson-Edwards majority. 

The majority in the Scottish Assembly of 1752, 
under the masterly generalship of Moderate Leader 
William Robertson, demanded that Rev. Thomas 
Gillespie assist in the installation of Mr. Andrew 
Richardson at Inverkeithing against the will of the 
congregation. The reasoning of the Moderates was 


identical with that set forth in the Plan of Union 
and in Dr. Blake’s article—the majority in the 
Assembly shall govern. Gillespie said that for him 
to act as ordered would be sin. The majority de- 
posed him for contumacy. Against Moderate major- 
ity Rule, John Witherspoon, the evangelical, wrote 
into the Presbyterian Constitution in America that 
all church power is only ministerial and declaratory. 
And the words of the 1953 USA Moderator spoken 
in the South are in line with those of Witherspoon, 
rather than with those quoted from the Plan of 
Union, or from the Moderate Leader. Dr. McKay 
is too good a Scotsman to be ignorant of the de- 
bacle caused by the reign of majorities under the 
Moderate machine of Robertson and Hill. 


In the 1796 Assembly, the Moderates, by a ma- 
jority of 58 to 44, defeated an evangelical overture 
for the Church of Scotland to begin foreign mission 
work. 


The USA Stated Clerk declared in his inaugural 
address that “by Presbyterian definition, you are 
in the wrong when you are in the minority against 
the considered and prayerful decision of your breth- 
ren,” Presbyterian Life, Oct. 27, 1951. Neither 
John Witherspoon in 1752, nor Charles Hodge in 
1861, nor Professor Vander Velte in the 1866 case, 
nor the present verdict of the best Presbyterian 
USA men on the cases in Scott County, Mississippi 
agree that the majorities were right in these cases. 
The USA Presbyterian scholars know that the 1934 
majority action in the placing of the word of the 
Church on exactly the same position with the Word 
of Christ ordaining the Lord’s Supper is not the 
Protestant position. —The Westminster Assembly de- 
clares that the final authority is the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Holy Scriptures, and that synods 
and councils may err and have erred—and that 
means erred in their majority decisions. 


In all this discussion of majority governing we 
mean no implications that we or our majorities in 
the Southern Church are any better than those in 
the USA Church. We are all tarred with the same 
original sin or perversion. Our majorities are in 
themselves at least as bad as theirs. Over against 
any and all government by majorities we assert that 
Jesus Christ alone is King in Zion and that Presby- 
terianism ought to be organized to seek His will, 
not to be governed by majorities of fallible men. 
We invite those USA brethren who do not relish 
the majority decisions of 1752, or 1861. or 1866, 
or the majorities that padlocked the churches in 
Mississippi, or put the word of the church on exact- 
ly the same position with the Word of the Lord in 
1934 to heed the request of the 1953 US Assembly 


terian Journal, 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class matter May 15, 
N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XII, No. 26, October 28, 1953. 
Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press, Asheville, North Carolina. 

Apprress Cuance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving ycur old address. 


1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, 


OCTOBER 28, 1953 


PAGE 3 


Oo 
d 
n 
S 
e 
s 
. 
t 
z 


and study our Book of Church Order that when- 
ever union may come, we can set up in America 
a Presbyterian Church not under the government of 
the majority but under the Majesty of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. —W.C.R. 


Will A Large Number 
Be Saved? 


This question has vexed a considerable number 
of people and for a good long time. “Lord are there 
few that be saved ?” (Luke 13:23), was the anxious 
query of His worried disciples. On another occasion 
our Lord declared, ‘For many are called, but few 


are chosen.”’ (Matt. 22:14). One gains the impres-~ 


sion, as he studies the word of God in the broad, 
that there are fuller answers obtained elsewhere. 
There were many truths our Lord wanted to pro- 
claim after the coming of His blessed Spirit, which 
He felt He could not declare just then. 


May we offer several suggested answers to this 
vexing question: 


1—Some years ago, Dr. Givens B. Strickler, 
eminent Professor in Union Seminary at Richmond, 
Virginia, made this assertion that three-fourths of 
the human race died in infancy. Whether this is 
true or not, the number is, nevertheless, appallingly 
large. We believe these dear children who passed 
into God’s presence before they reached the age of 
accountability were redeemed by the great atone- 
ment of our Lord and Saviour. God in His infinite 
wisdom is abundantly able to apply its benefits to 
them as well as to us. 


2—This is the core, we believe of our Lord’s real 
answer,—an outpouring of the Spirit upon “all 
flesh.” In the 2nd Chapter of Acts, Peter stated 
this precise, but breath-taking, fact of revelation. 
Here we meet with something too stupendous to 
dogmatize about. (Pardon us, if we, in our enthusi- 
asm, seem to do just that.) Let us humbly and 
prayerfully examine this and other passages, per- 
haps related to the same great theme. 


Let us examine verse 17 of this Second Chapter 
of Acts, “and it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out my Spirit, UPON ALL 
FLESH.” 


To begin with, this will happen in the “last 
days.”’ Peter seemed to feel that he, himself, was 
living in the “last days.’’ It would appear that pos- 
sibly the “last days’’ is that period that stretches 
between our Lord’s first and second coming. In 
writing to Timothy, Paul warns him of the “peril- 
ous times’ and of the apostasy of the “last days.” 
(II Tim. 3:1-9). John was plagued with this same 
apostasy, as were all the apostles of the first cen- 
tury. Note his reference (I John 4:1) “Beloved 
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits,—because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world.”’ 
Often, the writer has been asked by some earnest 
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soul, “Don’t you think we are in the ‘last days? ” 
My answer is usually in the affirmative, though ve 
are not always sure that our questioners and ou-- 
selves mean the same thing. John, as God’s inspir: d 
spokesman, was sure he was living in the “la-t 
days,” which he indicates, (1 John 2:18) “Litt e 
children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard 
that anti-christ shall come, even now are there many 
anti-christs; whereby we know that it is the last 
time.” Maybe, without quibbling with those wh» 
differ with us, it is now, not only the “last days’ 
but the “last hour,” or five minutes before twelve: 
o'clock. 


The next comment we want to make briefly upon 
this passage concerns the “ALL FLESH.” Ponder 
these words prayerfully, also. Somehow, we cannot 
bring ourselves to believe that the three thousand 
conversions of that Pentecostal congregation could 
possibly\be the “ALL FLESH” of Joel and Acts, 
except in symbolic form. Is it too daring to believe 
that one day the whole globe will become a colossal! 
prayer meeting? We do not have to devise the means 
or channels, but God’s Spirit could see to that. May 
it not be that through the means of radio, television 
and the like, the world will be converted in a single 
night, or, maybe, a week, or a year? God knows, 
and He is abundantly able to do as He has ordained. 
Think of the conversions of millions and maybe bil- 
lions, practically all at one time. This will not off- 
set, but complete, the Spirit’s work of twenty cen- 
turies, as He has called out a “people for His 
name,” from all kindred and tongues. It does not 
deny the coming of anti-christ, the millenium or 
most of all, the coming of our blessed Lord. If we 
are unable to fit in every event and reconcile every 
verse, let us not close our eyes to this vast possibility 
which we believe both Joel and Peter so earnestly 
proclaimed. 


Space forbids us thoroughly examining certain 
other passages with the care they so richly deserve. 
Paul certainly had some similar idea regarding the 
Jew and the new covenant. Notice closely what he 
says in (Romans 11:15-26). The Gentiles seem to 
be included as well, in this great sweep of divine 
grace. So thorough will it be among the Jews that 
the writer of Hebrews declares boldly (8:11) “And 
they shall not teach every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, know the Lord: for 
all shall know me from the least to the greatest.” 
Habakkuk seemed to have the same vision as Joel, 
and one just as great in every respect. Listen to his 
encouraging words as they ring across the centuries 
wasted by war, bloodshed and every kind of human 
suffering and rebellion, (2:14) “For the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”” Then and only 
then, in the world’s history of the “last days,” will 
joy and gladness, praise and obedience ascend be- 
fore God from the whole human race. The Spirit 
of our Lord outpoured will then magnify among 
all beings the glory of Jesus Christ, crucified for 
our sins and raised for our justification. 
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It may be this will be the time of preparation 
for that which John declares in (Rev. 11:15) “And 
the seventh angel sounded—saying the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever.” Again, this outpouring of the Spirit will 
help to make up that far greater number John en- 
visions later on in (Rev. 7:9) “After this I beheld, 
and, lo a great multitude which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations and kindred, and peoples and 
tongues, stood before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in their 
hands.” All the adding machines of earth will ut- 
terly break down in their complete inability to 
compute the astronomical figures that will tabulate 
this great crowd of God’s own redeemed. 


—R.W.C. 


Roman Catholic 
Aspirations 


The following is quoted from a letter by 
“Father” Patrick O’Brien, of Rochester, N. Y. 
and was printed in “L’Aurora,’ a magazine 
put out by the Italian Baptist Publishing 
House, Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘We, the hierarchy of the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church, expect all loyal children of the church to 
assist the President with all our strength to see 
that individuals comprising the U. S. Supreme 
Court shall obey the President’s injunctions. And, 
if necessary, we shall change, mend or blot out the 
present Constitution so that the President may 
enforce his or rather, our humanitarian program 
and all phases of human rights as laid down by our 


saintly Popes and the Holy Mother Church. 


‘We elected our worthy President by the greatest 
majority ever recorded in history. We are going to 
have our laws made and enforced according to the 
Holy See, and the Popes and the canon law of the 
Papal throne. Our entire social structure must be 
built on that basis. Our educational laws must be 
constructed to that end that atheism, the red peril 
of totalitarianism, protestantism, communism, so- 
cialism and all other of like ilk and stamp, be driven 
from this fair land. 


‘The cross was planted on our shores by staunch 
Roman Catholics. This land belongs to us by every 
right. Long enough have we compromised on every 
important question. Now we demand what is really 
ours, and we are going to have it. We will support 
our President in every way to obtain it, peacefully, 
honestly, if we may. If necessary, we are ready to 
fight and die for it. 


“We want as Cabinet Members children of the 
Holy Mother Church holding important positions 
in the entire structure of our government. 


‘“‘We control America and we do not propose 
to stop until America, or Americans, are genuinely 
Roman Catholic and remain so. God help us.”’ 
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The Assembly On Church 
Property 


By L. Ross Lynn, D.D. 


The recent General Assembly adopted as a ‘‘de- 
claratory statement’ a recommendation of its Ad 
Interim Committee on Church Property. The state- 
ment begins: ‘““The beneficial ownership of prop- 
erty,” etc. Why the word “beneficial” ? Ownership 
necessarily implies benefits accruing therefrom— 
when a church is incorporated thé charter issued by 
the State grants and guarantees the use of the prop- 
erty. May not the word “beneficial” lead to the 
inference that the property is for the benefit of the 
congregation but does not actually belong to it? 


If the word ‘beneficial’ is to be used, it might 
better be used of the church courts. They have cer- 
tain beneficial rights. “—They may hold meetings in 
the church. They may use the building to present 
the program and interests of the whole church. The 
Palatka (Fla.) Church had a lovely sanctuary. The 
late Mr. Kennedy of New York gave the building 
to the congregation under a ninety-nine year lease. 
The congregation had a beneficial ownership for 
the term of the lease, but not actual legal owner- 
ship. A good lady may have a beneficial interest 
during her life in the estate of her late husband but 
she does not have ownership. 


The Ad Interim report adopted by the Assembly 
further states: ‘““The congregation with respect to 
such property, may properly exercise every privilege 
of ownership possessed by property ownership in 
such jurisdiction” (civil jurisdiction). Just what 
does that mean? Does it mean that a Presbytery or 
the Assembly can, by its action, modify the charter 
granted to a congregation by the state? 


Item II of the report says: “Disposition of prop- 
erty of a particular church rests in the will of the 
congregation of that church.’ That means the con- 
gregation can trade, mortgage, or sell. A congrega- 
tion does not have to gain permission of Presbytery 
to place a mortgage on its property or tear down 
and rebuild. But who is the congregation? Item 
II states: ““The congregation is that body of persons 
recognized by the respective courts of the church.”’ 
But what is the measuring rod by which that is 
determined: Is it a majority of. the total active 
membership or a majority of a quorum of the mem- 
bers present and voting after due legal notices have 
been given? Herein lies the possibility of confusion 
and contention. In a sister Presbyterian denomi- 
_ nation, by a vote of some three-fourths of the mem- 
bership, the congregation asked to be received into 


a U. §S. Presbytery. The minority of some one- 


fourth contend they are the church. Suit has been 
instituted in the civil court in an effort to hold the 
property for the minority. 


I have served on a number of commissions that 
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organized churches. The church was organized o- 
the people desiring this. Vhe question of property 
had no place in the action of Presbytery. If, for 
example, the well known Independent Presbyteriar 
Church of Savannah, Georgia, should come into the 
Presbytery, it would be received with a glad hand. 
Officially, the Presbytery need not know the con- 
gregation has a plant and endowments to be ad- 
ministered. 


The writer has been attending church courts for 
more than fifty years. He cannot recall ever having 
heard the expression “beneficial ownership” before. 
Whence did this come? Why is it injected now? 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 31 
‘**‘He Had Come To The Place ... ” 


These six words are culled from the ‘‘experience” 
which follows—‘‘He had come to the place... ” 
‘They remind us of an embarrassed prophet, quoted 
in 1 Kings 20:40: “And as thy servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone!’ There are times and 
places and circumstances in the Lord’s design and 
you and |, as individuals, must fit into the picture. 
Old Mordecai sent word to his lovely cousin, Queen 
Esther, “. . . and who knoweth (but) thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” At 
a certain moment, on a certain day, in a certain 
desert, a certain Ethiopian treasurer, sitting in his 
chariot, was reading a certain passage in the pro- 
phecy of a certain prophet, Isaiah. Philip, led by 
the Spirit out of Samaria, “had come to the place,” 
and ‘‘the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near and join 
thyself to this chariot. And Philip ran thither to 
him.” How wonderfully God’s plans take shape 
and fill out when the Holy Spirit leads! The same 
(Creator who arranged the constellations, as Ursa 
Major, (including “the Big Dipper’), Ursa Minor, 
Cancer, and Orion, also arranges day by day cir- 
cumstances, times, places where you and [| are sched- 
uled to complete the design. We must not fail the 
Designer; He’s counting on us. Just think, if Philip 
had ‘“‘run hither” instead of ‘‘thither,’” the last 15 
verses of the 8th chapter of Acts would have been 
stripped of their story of a splendid piece of per- 
sonal work, and Philip himself would have been 
robbed of a blessed experience. In the case of the 
‘plasterer’ recorded below, it seems too bad that 
the “elder’’ who had been “talking to him across 
the years,” could not have had the great satisfac- 
tion of winning him. It would be interesting to 
know if the “elder” really talked to the plasterer 
about his soul in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
or if he merely suggested to him to “join the 
church.” It makes a difference. Some people are not 
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attracted to church membership when they look 
around and see how some church members are liv- 
ing. The unsaved must be told that without Jesus 
Christ they are lost—eternally lost. It may be fatal 
not to warn them. 

“He’s counting on you; 

He has need of your life. 

In the thick of the strife 

That weak one may fall 

If you fail at His call; 

He’s counting on you; 

If you fail Him — What then?” 


Dear ANGLERS: 


He was a plasterer—that is, he mended and built 
walls, smoothed the surface as well as one might, 


and then applied the plaster and a few days after- 


ward the ‘‘white” coat. 


One of our elders told me he had been talking 
to him across the years without result, but that 


there might be some glimmer of hope. | visited him 
in his home and found a cordial welcome. I found 
he had come to the place where he was in need of 
something. Surprisingly enough he had come to 
that place all because of the atomic bomb! Suddenly 
he realized how hopeless man was without God. 
Most readily did he listen to the story of God’s 
salvation, of God’s plan and purpose in the world, 
and most earnestly did he accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord of his life. We had the privilege 
of receiving him into the membership of the church 
on profession of faith and baptism. Since that time 
he has served as a deacon in our church and has 
been given a job of plastering more than once, as 
well as less manual duties. He has found relief from 
the fear of destruction in the love of Christ. 


—(Name withheld). 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Stronger Churches--Better Communities 


Background Scripture: Acts 2:41-47; 
5:42; Philippians 1:27-30; 2:12-18; I\Peter 
2:4-10; R<velation 3:7-22. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 122. 


There are three theories about the relation renters and State. The first would make the State sub- 


servient to the Church. This doctrine gradually dev 


ed as the Church became stronger and more worldly 


minded. It is still taught by a large branch of the Church. We find the Church, following this false idea, 
leaving its proper field, and becoming involved in all the political and military squabbles of Europe. This was 
a disgraceful situation and did a world of harm to the Church, bringing in all manner of corruption. The 


second theory is that the State should rule the 
Church. This was the doctrine of Hitler and Stalin, 
and of all would-be world dictators. This leads, of 
course, to bitter persecution of real Christians who 
will not submit to such dictation on the part of the 
government. Even in countries like England where 
there is a mild form of such teaching, the non-con- 
forming independent Churches have a hard time. 
The Reformation in England was partly a political 
affair and Henry VIII was more interested in hav- 
ing an English Church than in having a free Protes- 
tant Church. The “Established” Church was the 
favored Church, except for a brief time under 
Cromwell. 


The true doctrine of the relation of Church and 
State, as most people in our country believe, is given 
by Jesus Himself in the well-known words: Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto 
God the things that are God’s. The Separation of 
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Church and State leaves each free in its own sphere 
of influence and authority and avoids the entangle- 
ments which follow the other two theories. 


But while these two are separate, they have an 
influence upon each other. A strong Evangelical 
Church will have a powerful influence upon a Com- 
munity and a Nation, and a good form of Govern- 
ment will make the work of the Church much easier. 


There is a mutual benefit. Jesus said that we are to 
be the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
Light and salt are two of the most beneficial in- 
fluences that work in the world. The influence of 
Christianity in the United States is so strong that 
we are known as a “Christian Nation,” although 
that is a misnomer, for our country is far from be- 
ing “Christian.” No one who has any common sense, 
or knowledge of heathen lands would want to live 
where there were no churches. Even people who 
never attend church or help support it, would never 
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want to live where its influence was not felt. ‘hey 
know that living conditions are better, and that they 
and their children are safer, where the church’s 
spire reaches up into the heavens. 


I. Sharing with others: 
Acts 2 :41-47. 


This Scripture has often been used in support of 
Communism—what is sometimes called “Christian 
Communism.” There are striking differences which 
make it as far from the Communism we know as 
light from darkness. There was nothing compulsory 
about what these Christians did; it was a spontane- 
ous expression of love and unselfishness. The basis 
of their sharing is found in these words: “And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 


fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in 


prayers.” Did you ever hear of Communists having 
a fellowship like that? They were grounded in the 
faith of the Gospel; Communism hates Christ and 
the Gospel. It was not practiced by the church as a 
whole. In caring for the poor, deacons were ap- 
pointed, and collections taken up. It led to grave 
abuses even in as ideal a body as the early church, 
and seems to have been abandoned altogether. The 
Communism we have today is atheistic, selfish, dis- 
honest, dictatorial, and has no resemblance to this 
outburst of love and joy. But there is a lesson here 
which the Church has for the world—the lesson of 
sharing with others. Wherever the Church is filled 
with the love of Christ she shows this spirit. Why 
do the American people give so much to the balance 
of the world, especially when there is some crying 
need on the part of suffering men and women? Is 
it not the direct or indirect influence of the Church ? 


Il. Suffering: 
Philippians 1 :27-30. . 


The Christian’s manner of life is to be worthy of 
the gospel: we are to stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind striving together for the faith of the yos- 
pel. In nothing terrified by your adversaries. Jesus 
said, I came, not to send peace, but a sword. The 
true Christian will have adversaries. It is only a 
sham, counterfeit gospel which finds favor with a 
world of unregenerate men and women. The world 
is perfectly willing to allow a false gospel to be 
preached, for it does not rebuke man’s sinfulness 
and pride. 


We are not only to believe on Christ, but also be 
willing to suffer for His sake. Paul knew this to 


be true in his own case. Why did he have to suffer — 


so much? The offense of the cross is the answer. 
The Jews determined to kill him more than once 
because he preached Christ crucified and risen from 
the dead. The Roman government finally beheaded 
him because he preached the gospel which was an 
offense to proud, unbelieving men. Yes, there is 
“conflict”; there is suffering for those who preach 
a full gospel. Sometimes the way we bear our hard- 
ships and suffering has a big influence on the world. 


PAGE 8 


Shining as Lights: 
Philippians 2:12-18. 


Blameless and harmless in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world. This world is dark indeed until the 
gospel light shines into the hearts of men. If tl.e 
world were not dark there would be no need for the 
light. The reason America is an enlightened nation 
is because there are thousands of churches which 
are letting the light shine, and there are millions cf 
sincere Christians who are shining for Christ. The 
whole world lies in the darkness of sin; The light 
of the world is Jesus. As long as the Church mag- 
nifies Christ and holds Him up, the world will be 
a better place in which to live. The community 
where Christ is thus held up is a good community 
in which to live. Jesus said that we must not hide 
our light under a bushel, but Jet it shine. 


Il’. A Spiritual House: 
I Peter 2:4-10. 


Just as a fine Christian Home is a blessing to any 
community, so the Church, which is a spiritual 
House, is a blessing to the world. “Ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession.” This has always 
been the desire and purpose of God. When He 
called Abram, He was seeking a ‘people for His 
own possession.” This was His plan for Israel. They 
were to be His very own. It is His ideal for the 
Church, which is a “called out’’ body of redeemed 
sinners, to be His very own, a spiritual house. The 
Church is called out of darkness. The mission of 
the Church is to show forth the praises of Him 
Who has called her out of darkness into His mar- 
velous light. To fulfill our mission we must abstain 
trom fleshly lusts and have a manner of life seemly 
among the Gentiles. We can thus be “A Spiritual 
House” in a world given over to material things. 
The world as a whole pays little attention to spirit- 
ual matters. The Church is to be a constant rebuke 
to this materialistic attitude, and a witness to the 
things which are unseen, but eternal. The trouble 
with the church has often been that she has forgotten 
her high and holy mission and has settled down to a 
life which is satisfied to follow the world and its 
pattern. 


V. Two Sample Churches: 
Revelation 3 :7-22. 


The Seven Churches of Asia might be called 
“Seven Samples.”’ Is the Church living up to its 
privileges and obligations in relation to the world? 
‘The answer is found in these letters written to the 
Seven Churches of Asia. In most of these letters 
there is warning and reproof as well as some com- 
mendation. The Great Head of the Church, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is standing in the midst of the 
Churches, “His eyes as a flame of fire.” He know: 
all about the condition of the Church. He finds that 
one church has left its first love, does not love Him 
as it did; another is sorely persecuted, and need: 
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encouragement; another is harboring false teach- 
ings; one is full of immorality; while still another 
has a name to live, but is dead. ; 


The two churches which have been chosen for 
our consideration, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, re- 
veal two kinds of churches. 


Philadelphia is the type of a church which has 
been faithful in keeping the gospel message in its 
purity; “hast kept my word and hast not denied my 
name.” There are many such churches in the world. 
They may have but “little strength”; may be small 
in numbers, but they have been true to their mis- 
sion. Would that all our churches were like this 
‘sample’! We can find them in all the denomina- 
tions and in all lands. Some of them are small, some 
are large. They are the ones which are influencing 
the world. Blessed is a community which has a 
church, or churches, like the church at Philadelphia. 

The church at Laodicea represents a church which 
is “rich and increased with goods, having need of 


nothing,” in its own estimation, but in reality is 
wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked. The Laodicean Church is “Lukewarm”; 
neither hot nor cold, and is sickening to the Great 


Head of the Church. 


Let us take warning from this church, for the 
church of our day is rich and increased with goods. 
It is easy for us to imagine that we, too, have need 
of nothing. As I travel over our land I see every- 
where the evidence of the prosperity of the Church. 
New church buildings, new Educational and Recre- 
ational Buildings, costing hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, are to be seen in all our big cities. But 
many of these have congregations which are “luke- 
warm.” There are many exceptions, however, for 
some of these are “on fire” for Christ. 


The danger, however, is very real. It is so easy 
to. become self-satisfied and complacent. Jesus is 
pleading with all the churches to let Him in: “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock.” 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 8 


WADE C. SMITH 


The Stewardship Of Possessions 


WorsHIpP PROGRAM: 


Doxology 

Invocation 

Hymn—‘My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
Scripture—Luke 19:12-27 

Prayer 

Offering 

Announcements 

Discussion 


Two weeks ago the topic was ‘““What About My - 


Money ?”” Money comprises a definite stewardship, 
but there are other “possessions” for which we are 
accountable to God. Whatever we have that is of 
any value—material, mental or spiritual—is from 
God and is a sacred trust. We must keep in mind 
that, “. . . ye are not your own, for ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (I Cor. 6:19, 
20). If I do not belong to myself, then nothing I 
have belongs to me. So, what am I here for? What 
is the reason for my existence? Both these questions 
are answered in the first two paragraphs of the 
Shorter Catechism: ‘‘What is the chief end of man? 
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(Answer) ‘‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and 
to enjoy Him forever.’’ Get that firmly settled in 
your mind and you will have no difficulty in decid- 
ing what to do with possessions. 


Possessions may be divided into three depart- 
ments: Time, Talent and Property (including 
Money ). Everybody has all three of these in some 
measure, Let’s make an inventory. 


TIME. This is the most equally distributed 
ot all possessions. Every person has 24 hours per day 
—no more, no less. If some seem to have more 
“leisure” than others, as a rule it is because they 
invest their time differently. Some people are meth- 
odical in making their schedules, others are thought- 
less and wasteful of time; they are “drifters” and 
are often a prey to embarrassment. It is wise to plan 
your activities and to undertake only as many as 
you can do well. Remember, Time is God-given 
and therefore is a stewardship like any other posses- 
sion, and the Holy Spirit’s guidance is absolutely 
necessary to right and profitable investment. Of the 
24 hours in a day, the present hour is the one over 
which you have control as to what you think, say 
and do. The past is gone, the future has not ar- 
rived—now is your time for action, or it may be 
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just to keep still and be patient. On the sun-dial 
at the main door of Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore, appears this legend: ‘One hour alone 
is in thy hands; the hour on which the shadow 
stands.”” Some people are always having splendid 
things to do—tomorrow. A strange thing about 
tomorrow is that it never arrives. It is always To- 
day. I heard the Governor of Alabama once say, 
‘Take time by the forelock; it has no tail.” Time 
is One possession you cannot refuse. It comes to you 
whether you want it or not. If you refuse to take 
it in your hands it may get in your hair! 


TALENT. Everybody has some talent; some 
more than others, and there are real geniuses. Rare- 
ly there may be a moron or a sub-normal, but the 
great mass of humans have talent in some measure, 


though it may be in some cases very small. Depend 


upon it, there is something you can do worth while; 
it may seem very ordinary, but do that thing and 
do it with all your might. Twice Paul exhorted 
Timothy—‘‘Neglect not the gift that is in thee” 
(I Tim. 4:14) and again, “Stir up the gift of 
God, which is in thee... ” (II Tim. 1:6). The 
trouble with many one-talent people is that they are 
looking at the clover in the two-talent and the 
five-talent men’s gardens and fail to see their own 
possession of something which if invested and faith- 
fully cultivated will bring them top level satisfac- 
tions. “What is in thy hand, Abel?” “Only a wee 
lamb, O Lord.” ‘Take it and use it for me,” said 
God; and “By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” ( Heb. 
11:4). “What is in thy hand, Moses?” “Only a 
staff, O Lord.” “Take it and use it for me,” said 
God; and with that staff Moses caused Egypt’s 
proud Pharaoh to cringe with terror and release 
from captivity two million slaves, God’s people 
Israel and Moses’ brethren. ““What is in thy hand. 
Dorcas?” “Only a needle, O Lord.” “Take it and 
use it for me,” said God; and with that needle 
Dorcas made garments for the poor widows of 
Joppa, saving many from cold, and today, 1900 
years later, there are “Dorcas Societies” all over the 
world. “What is in thy hand, Mary?” “Just a box 
of spikenard, O Lord.” ‘Take it and use it for 
me,” said God; and her beautiful act of devotion in 
anointing the feet of her Lord filled all the house 
with its fragrance and won from Jesus that amazing 
commendation: “‘Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there shall also this, 
that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial 
of her.”’ (Matt. 26:13). “What is in thy hand, 
little lad?” “Only five barley cakes and two small 
fishes, O Lord.” ““Take it and use it for me,” said 
God. And Jesus received that little fellow’s lunch 
and with it fed more than 5,000 hungry people. 


It does not so much matter what or how much 
you have in your hand; the thing that matters is 
what you do with it—and the big thing that matters 
is if you use it for Jesus. 


PAGE 10 


PROPERTY (or MONEY). Everybody has 
something that may be called property. From the 
time a rattle was placed in your chubby hands as 
you lay in your crib, you have held something you 
could call your own, humanly speaking. From a 
baseball bat or tennis racquet all the way up to a 
car or a house and lot, property of some sort is 
acquired or inherited. The sad mistake we make is 
in failing to recognize the fact that it is a steward- 
ship, given of God. Money is probably the trickiest 
possession. Wé are more apt to act dumbly with our 
money than with any other property. It is inter- 
esting to see how early in life money attracts us. 
My little neighbor just 3% years old has a tricycle 
on which he pedals around the yard much of the 
day. Recently in a mock business gesture I offered 
him a nickel for it, expecting a flat refusal; but 
after looking a moment at the nickel he dismount- 
ed, stepped forward, accepted the nickel and ran 


into the house as fast as he could go. Surprised, I: 


was left with something I could not use, while the 
little fellow had made a bargain that he would 
rue—if I had chosen to hold him to the trade. 
Money does tricks like that. You must have heard 
the story of the four-year-old who got his hand 
caught in the neck of a metal vase and couldn’t pull 
it out. All the family gathered round to help him, 
now thoroughly frightened and crying with pain. 


Finally came the doctor (who knew anatomy) and > 


asked the child if he was holding anything in his 
hand. Yes, a penny he had dropped in the vase. He 
was persuaded to open his little fist and release it, 
and out slipped his hand as easy as that. Yes, money 
does tricks like that. Hoarding it deprives one of 
many sweet liberties. 


Paul tells Timothy (I Tim. 6:10) “. .. the love 
of money is the (a) root of all evil; which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through with many sor- 
rows. It is a remarkable fact that there is no sin 
but the love of money may nestle at the root of it, 
and wherever money connects itself with sin it makes 
it vastly worse. The whole matter hinges on wheth- 
er you value money for itself or for the good that 
it can do. So, in all the relationships and interests 
of life which may teeter on the borderline of good 
and evil, the only safe course is to follow the direc- 
tions plainly given in His Word by the Giver of 
all good gifts—even our Lord. Through Malachi, 
His prophet, (3:10) He says, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.”’ 


The first thing to do is to recognize that God has 
a right to part of your income, certainly not less than 
one-tenth. Faithfully pay that, and God says He 
will open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. You cannot begin it too early. 
Colgate, the great soap manufacturer, as a boy, 
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role a mule that walked alongside the canal, towing 
a barge, for which he received one dollar a week. 
The boy took a dime out of his first dollar and gave 
it to the Lord. With that he began a whole lifetime 
of tithing (giving more, much more) and became a 
multi-millionaire, endowed a college which was 
named for him, lived a prosperous, happy Christian 
life. 

Tithing not only brings blessings in abundance, 
spiritual and material, but is one sure way of keep- 
ing constantly in mind that we are in.a holy part- 
nership with God. 


Young people, money and all possessions are a 
sacred trust, and it is only as we recognize in these 
our stewardship to the Lord that we can see the 
windows of Heaven open and God pouring out 
blessing! 


Church News 


Dallas Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in adjourned ses- 
sion at the Highland Park Presbyterian Church on 
Tuesday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m. Candidate 
Stewart M. McMurray, a 1953 graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va., was ex- 
amined with a view to licensure and ordination. Fol- 
lowing a very satisfactory examination a commis- 
sion was appointed to ordain him to the gospel min- 
istry and to install him as pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Quanah, Texas, on Sunday, 
October 4, at 7:30 p.m. The commission members 
were Cecil H. Lang to preside and propound the 


questions; Forrest K. Whitworth to preach; M. C. 


Yeargan to charge the pastor; and elder Frank C. 
Byrd of Vernon to charge the congregation. L. M. 
Kennedy and elder J. A. Little completed the com- 
mission. 


Rev. W. Duke Richardson was received from 
the Classis of Illiana of the Reformed Church in 
America. Presbytery approved his employment by 
Presbytery’s Committee on Church Extension for 
the purpose of organizing a Negro church in Dallas. 
A lot has been purchased by the Presbyterian Ex- 
tension Committee of Dallas, and as soon as an 
organization is effected plans will be made for the 
building of a church building. Regular church and 
Sunday school services were initiated by Mr. Rich- 
ardson on Sunday, September 27, using a temporary 
dwelling on the church lot for worship purposes. 


The afternoon session was spent in the consider- 
ation of the proposed plan of union between the 
three Presbyterian churches. The Presbytery sent 
up some suggestions as to changes in the plan. 


A fellowship dinner and stewardship rally were 
participated in by about one hundred fifty laymen 
to bring the meeting to a close in the early evening. 
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The Stated Fall Meeting will be held in the 
Preston Hollow Church, Dallas on Tuesday, No- 
vember 10, at 2:00 p.m. 


—Cecil H. Lang, Stated Clerk. 


A ppreciation—V acation Fund 


The four Executive Boards of the Church man- 
age The Vacation Fund for Ministers serving in 
difficult places and usually at very low salaries. It 
is refreshing indeed to read their expressions of 
gratitude for the privileges made possible to them 
by this Vacation Fund. We are sharing below a few 
of these expressions which have come to the office 
to allow those who have contributed to this Fund 
to share with us the joy and the benefits derived by 
those who have received it. 


‘TI wish to thank you for the generous aid received 
from the Vacation Fund this year, which allowed 
me, and my family, to have a week at Montreat. 
While I am getting more salary than I ever received 
during 38 years in the ministry, I have less money 
for extras than at any time during my ministry. 
This is because of the excessive cost of living and 
the fact that one of my children is in college. It 
would have been impossible for me to have gone on 
a vacation, with my family, this year if it had not 
been for the aid received from the Vacation Fund. I 
am thankful for those who have contributed to 
this Fund and I believe if they knew how much it 
meant to the ministers in the low salary bracket 
that they would always keep this Fund flourishing. 
I had not been in Montreat in ten years with the 
exception of the Assembly in 1949. My twelve year 
old son had never been to Montreat. We all en- 
joyed the trip and | again wish to thank you, and 
those who contributed to the Fund.” 


‘‘T have just returned from a ten-day vacation in 
Mo-Ranch, as guest of The Vacation Fund. It was 
the finest rest and refreshment I’ve had in years. I 
would not have gone but for the Fund. This privi- 
lege is deeply appreciated and you were most gra- 
cious in offering it to me. My wife joins me in 
thanking those who have made this vacation pos- 
sible.”’ 


“Last week I returned from a most enjoyable 
vacation. I want to thank you and the others in 
charge of the Vacation Fund for the week that I 
spent at the Massanetta Springs Bible Conference. 
I heard some wonderful speakers, saw many old 
friends and met new ones, and received a spiritual 
uplift that every minister desires in a vacation. 
Thank you for making it possible for going into 
a part of the Southland that I have not visited since 
I was a boy and which is a beautiful part of our 
Nation. I hope that this Fund will be continued to 
help many other ministers of our Church have a 
profitable vacation at one of our Conference 
Grounds.” 
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“T wish to tnank you for the lovely vacation you 
and your Committee made possible for me. I spent 
the time in attendance upon the Bible Conference 
at Montreat. I came away from this Conference 
rested in body and spiritually enriched. Words are 
totally inadequate to express my appreciation.” 


Rev. Robert Alberti Lapsley, Jr., B.D., D.D. 


WHEREAS, our Heavenly Father in His infinite 
wisdom saw fit to call into the Divine Presence our 
brother in Christ, Robert Alberti Lapsley, Jr., on 
May 22, 1953, in this year of His revealed grace, 
we deem it a privilege to record the following reso- 
lution: 


Resotvep, that the First Presbyterian Church of 
Roanoke, Va., has suffered a great and irreparable 
loss, for here he served God and man for more than 
21 years. He was a vigorous preacher of the Word, 
a true shepherd of his congregation in the paths trod 
by the Saviour, and a friend of those who needed 
comfort. 


Dr. Lapsley came to this Church just after it had 
entered a magnificent new home but in the hour 
when a terrible economic blow descended upon the 
Nation. He accepted the sacrifices that all had to 
make in order to maintain the Master’s work 
through many difficult years. At the same time he 
was ever a thoughtful and vigorous leader with re- 
sult that before a second World War ended his con- 
gregation was able to retire its full indebtedness and 
press forward to greater things. 


During his long ministry here Dr. Lapsley added 
to the church roll many who should be saved. He 
developed its program and extended its influence. 
For more than 17 years as Roanoke’s ‘radio 
preacher’ he sent God’s message across the air waves 
to countless thousands. Even in retirement he con- 
tinued to interpret the Word by radio until the 
time of his passing. _ 


In the course of his long ministry he was led by 
Divine Guidance to return to a scene of his boy- 
hood, the miracle in stone at Natural Bridge, and 
there create an Easter Sunrise Service which has be- 
come one of the great worship periods of this coun- 
try each anniversary of the Master’s resurrection. 


From this experience he became the author of two 
notable Christian books, “Like As We Are” and 
“The Bridge Of God,” both based on sermons 
which surged from his heart and were rooted in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Robert Alberti Lapsley was always a leader and 
a pillar of strength in the work of his Presbytery, 
Synod and General Assembly. His experience proved 
of great value in promoting the mission of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States through a 
special radio effort. 
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In his home community he carried the Great 
Commission in his daily life, teaching the Business 
Men’s Bible Class, serving on civic bodies too nu- 
merous to mention, and being a leader among hi. 
fellow servants of God as Chairman of the Roanok: 
Ministers’ Conference. 


He turned his influence to advocating the worl: 
of the City Rescue Mission which has sought anc 


welcomed the friendless, the homeless and the un 


wanted of society, many of whom have been saved 
from sin and shame. In the Goodwill Industry anc 
Gospel Mission, the Community Fund and _ other 
organizations he daily exemplified realization of the 
Master’s directive to do good. 


He loved his home, believing that the home is the 
bulwark of the Church and of a Christian Nation. 
He believed in man as the creature of God, needing 
only the salvation of Jesus Christ to answer the 
Divine Plan. He was in all things humble and de- 
voted to his vows as a servant in the House of the 


Lord. 


Therefore, be it Resolved, by the Session of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Va., that 
we have lost a great friend and loyal, former Pas- 
tor, and that we do express to his family and to his 
Church and all those who knew and loved him our 
heartfelt regret in his passing. But at the same time 
we do praise God for his having lived and worked 
with us before he was called to the Eternal Congre- 
gation and new service to our Lord and Master. 


It is directed that this resolution be spread upon 
the record of the Session, and that copies be furn- 
ished his family, the Presbytery and proper church 
publications. 


By order of the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Roanoke, Va., on this the 15th day of 
September, in the Year of Our Lord, One Thousand 
‘Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three. 


John E. Richards, Moderator, 
Frank H. Pitman, Clerk. 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its seventieth stated meeting in the Sandy Ridge 
Church, of which the Rev. Gaston Boyle is Pastor, 
October 13, 1953, with 27 Ministers and 19 Ruling 
Elders present. The devotional service was conduct- 
ed by the Rev. Harry F. Barnett, after which Pres- 
bytery was called to order by the Moderator. The 
Rev. George Staples was elected Moderator. The 
Presbyterial Sermon was preached by the retiring 
Moderator, Rev. Chester Denham, after which the 
Communion Service was conducted by Revs. J. F. 
Brown and D. S. McCarty. The Rev. Arch Taylor, 
Jr., a Missionary in Japan and now home on fur- 


a spoke on the work of our Church in that 
and. | 


The following matters of business were trans- 
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acted: The pastoral relation between Rev. R. F. 
Brown and the Jefferson Church was dissolved and 
Mr. Brown was granted leave to labor outside the 
bounds of Presbytery until next meeting of Pres- 
b,tery. The Committee on Church Extension was 
authorized to purchase property in Winston-Salem 
for the beginning of a Negro Church there; a com- 
plete reorganization of the Committees of Presby- 
tery to bring it in line with the organization of the 
Synod, was adopted; the report of the Stewardship 
Committee recommending a Benevolent Budget of 
$90,500.00 for the next church year was adopted ; 
the report of a Special Committee appointed at a 
former meeting of Presbytery to study the Plan of 
Union, was received, discussed, and with a few 
changes, adopted and ordered forwarded on to the 
Committee on Union. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the next regular 
adjourned session on January 19, 1954, at a place 
to be selected by the Moderator and Stated Clerk. 

J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Harmony Presbytery Overtures 


Assembly To Drop Union Plans 


To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, convening in the 
Auditorium at Montreat, N. C., May 27, 1954. 


WuHeERrREAS, Harmony Presbytery of the Synod of 
South Carolina, has studied the proposed Plan of 
Union of our Church, with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and the United Presbyterian Church, and 
has concluded, after prayerful consideration, that it 
is unwise; therefore, 


This Presbytery respectfully overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to desist from further negotiation 
looking toward Union, in order that the contro- 
versy thereabout may be ended without further dis- 
sension and resulting harm to our beloved Church. 


Adopted in meeting of Harmony Presbytery, 
meeting at Camp Harmony, October 13, 1953. 


Rev. Henry Rankin, Stated Clerk, 


Harmony Presbytery, 
Synod of South Carolina. 


Glasco Named As Moderator 
Of Presbytery 
Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 14.—The Rev. Benjamin 


F. Glasco, Pastor of the Berean Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, has been elected the first 
Negro Moderator of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


The unanimous election, held yesterday at a 
meeting in Ashbourne Church, in suburban Elkins 
Park, places Dr. Glasco in the highest post in the 
Presbytery, largest in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. 


He will succeed Dr. Meyer M. Hostetter, of 
Doylestown, at the January Meeting of the Pres- 
bytery. 


Dr. Glasco served as Vice-Moderator and Pastor 
of the Berean Church since 1940. He attended 
Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, N. C., 
Lincoln University and Lincoln Seminary at Ox- 
ford, Pa., from which he was ordained in 1911. He 
has also served Churches in Reading and Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and at Atlantic City, N. J. 


Montgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in the Rivermont 
Presbyterian Church of Lynchburg, Va., on Tues- 
day, October 13, 1953, at 10:00 A.M., with an at- 
tendance of 41 Ministers and 44 Ruling Elders. 
Rev. W. Graham Wood was elected Moderator. 


Rev. Paul. E. Corbett, Jr., was transferred to 
Memphis Presbytery, where he expects to become 
Minister of Education of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Memphis, Tenn. 


Rev. James M. Ammons was received into the 
membership of the Presbytery and arrangements 
made for his installation as Pastor of the High 


Ridge Church of Buchanan, Va. 


Rev. George M. Ogilvie was granted permission 
to labor out of bounds of Presbytery for one year 
that he may study in New College of Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


It was ordered that we have four one-day Stated 
Meetings a year, one each in January, April, July 
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and October, instead of two one-day meetings in 
July and October and a two-day meeting in April 
of each year. 


A motion passed the first reading that the Min- 
utes of Presbytery be printed at the end of each 
Stated Meeting instead of twice a year at the end 
of the Spring and Fall Meetings. 


Rev. Joseph Hopper, Sr., spoke to the Presbytery 
on “Operation Grace In Korea.”’ 


Mr. James Harris Stephens, of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church of Roanoke, Va., and Mr. Elinos 
Alton Whitlock, Jr., of the Floyd Church of Floyd, 
Va., were received under the care of the Presbytery 
as Candidates for the Ministry of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. : 


The “Green Valley” Presbyterian Church prop- 
erty was sold to the Methodist Church of that com- 
munity. E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk, 


Montgomery Presbytery. 


; BOOKS 


HOW TO LIVE WITH YOURSELF. By Mero ° 


Russell. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. Price 
$1.00. 


The six sermons in this volume emphasize God’s 
plan for the individual life and how to live victor- 
iously. The closing chapter is on ‘‘How To Build A 
Successful Christian Home.” It has many fine things 
to say on the value of the family altar based on 
experience. 


CALLED STRICTLY GI. By Cleo Buxton. In- 
tervarsity Christian Fellowship, Chicago, Ill. Price 
10c. 


Written by an infantry captain with a tough 
combat record in Europe who is back in this time, 
this booklet is ideal basic training for the Christian 
entering the service. 


“Faith's Checkbook” 


By Charles H. Spurgeon. Moody Press, 820 N. 
La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. Price $3.00. 


THis. volume provides a promise and brief com- 


ment for the Christian from the beginning of the 


year to the end. It has been likened to “A check 
payable to order.’’ Each promise is treated as a 
reality and a check. Mr. Spurgeon recommends 
that each reader “endorse it with your own name 
by personally receiving it as truth, accept it as 
your own.” 


One does not have to wait for January Ist to be- 
gin a study of these precious promises arranged for 
daily use. Its brief, experimental comments are full 
of Christian counsel of the highest sort. 
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“The Christian Home” | 

By Norman V. Williams. Moody Press. Price 
35. 

This little volume discusses the Pauline teac1- 
ings concerning the Christian home. The responsi- 
bilities of the Christian husband and the Christian 
wife are set forth in a practical manner. The family 
altar also comes in for a clear evaluation. 


“Why I Became A Protestant” 


By Luis Padrosa. Moody Press, Chicago, III. 
Price $ .35. 

Here is the story of the founder of the Loyola 
Institute, well-known psychiatrist and lecturer who 
relates his conversion from Roman Catholicism to 
evangelical Christianity. 


“Handbook Of Bible 


Games For All Ages” 


By Vernon Howard, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.25. 


The lively games and quizzes in this book will 
add zest to parties or Sunday School Classes. Many 
of the games are brand new while others are old 
favorites adapted from the Bible. A number of them 
may be used for either oral or written play or both. 


Child’s Story Bible 
By Catherine F. Vos 


$3.95 


Does God Answer Prayer? 
By Louise Harrison McCraw 


$1.50 
Both Books For Only 


$4.50 
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“Bible Quizzes On The 
Life Of Jesus Christ” 


By F. H. Moehlmann, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $ .50. 


In these quizzes, the aim is to present the life of 
Christ. No phase of His life or teaching has been 
overlooked. Special effort has been put forth to 
make these quizzes as interesting as possible. Proper- 
ly employed, they should thoroughly acquaint chil- 
dren and young people with the life of the Saviour. 


Women’s Work 


Mrs. Prayer Meeting Dies 
A Horrible Death 


Mrs. Prayer Meeting died recently at the First 
Neglected Church on World Avenue. Born many 
years ago in the midst of great revivals, she was a 
strong, healthy child, fed largely on testimony and 
spiritual holiness and soon, growing into world- 
wide prominence, was one of the most influential 
members of the famous Church family. 


For the past several years Sister Prayer Meeting 
has been in failing health, gradually wasting away 
until rendered helpless by stillness of knees, cold- 
ness of heart, inactivity and weakness of purpose 
and will-power. At last, she was but a shadow of 
her former happy self. Her last whispered word 
were inquiries concerning markets of trade and 
places of amusements. Her older brother, Brother 
Class Meeting, has been dead for many years. 


Experts, including Dr. Works and Dr. Joiner, 
disagreed as to the cause of her fatal illness, ad- 
ministered large doses of organization, socials, con- 
tests, drives and religious education, but to no 
avail. A post-mortem showed a deficiency of spiri- 
tual food, coupled with lack of fasting, faith, heart- 
felt religion, shameless desertion, and non-support 


as contributing causes for her death. Only a few 


were present at her last rites, sobbing over mem- 
ories of her past beauty and power. Carefully select- 
ed pallbearers were urged to bear her remains ten- 
derly away, but failed to appear. There were no 
flowers. Her favorite hymns, “Amazing Grace” 
and “Rock of Ages,” were not sung. Miss Ima 
Modern rendered “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere,” 
but none had any idea where this fancied isle might 
be. The body rests in the beautiful cemetery of 
Bygone Glories, awaiting the summons from above. 


In honor of her going, the church doors will be 
closed Wednesday nights, save on the third Wednes- 
day of each month, when the Ladies’ Pink Lemon- 
ade Society serves refreshments to the members of 


the Men’s Handball Team. 
—‘“The Grace Ambassador.”’ 
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God Spake By Moses 
By Oswald T. Allis 


One of America’s foremost Old Testament 
scholars, shows the essential unity 
of the Pentateuch. 


$2.00 
All Orders Postpaid 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


“Great Books For The 
Christian Library” 


FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 
I Asked - God Planned 


I asked my God for a gorgeous gown 
That I might be the toast of the town; 
Instead of granting me fine lace 

He gave Our. Lord’s redeeming grace. 


I asked my God for a powerful car 
That I might travel near and far; 
Instead He planned to walk with me 

By Jordan’s shores and down to the sea. » 


I asked for a home where I might turn 
When the weary day had ceased to burn; 
Behold, a house not made with hands 
Founded on Rock and not on sands. 


I asked my Father for a friend 

To share my burdens ’till life’s end ;- 
My reaching heart looked up to see 
‘The Stranger who walked by Galilee.” 


| begged my Father’s: forgiveness then 
For seeking the idle desires of men; 
I’ll take God’s hand’ and gladly go 
Down darkest ways, if He wills it so. 


—Ruth Lapham. 


Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Halley 


An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 


ORDER FROM 
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